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In cooperation with the Rush County Health Department, Rush County Schools has created a 

plan to open up schools in August with the goal of providing a safe and healthy educational 

environment.   

Our plan is to open school according to our adopted scheduled.  However, we will continually 

observe the number of students and employees that may become ill along with the community 

reports.  It may be necessary at times to alter our programming or close school and operate 

virtually (eLearning) until a time deemed appropriate to return.  Each building will have specific 

measures appropriate for their needs.   

 

Health Protocol 

Per IC 20-34-3-9 RCS reserves the right to exclude students and employees from attending 

school if they test positive for COVID-19 or exhibit one or more of the following symptoms.  

 A fever of 100.4 or higher 

 Cough  

 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

 Chills  

 Repeated shaking with chills 

 Muscle pain 

 Headache 

 Sore throat 

 New loss of taste or smell 

Return to School After Exclusion 

Individuals who are excluded from attending school may return once they meet the following 

CDC recommendations: 

 No fever for at least 72 hours (three full days of no fever without the use of 

medicine that reduces fevers); and 

 Other symptoms have improved (for example, when your cough or shortness of 

breath have improved);and 

 At least 10 calendar days have passed since your symptoms first appeared. 

Tested Positive-Symptomatic 

Individuals who experienced symptoms and have been tested for COVID-19 may return to 

school if the following conditions are met: 

 The individual no longer has a fever (without the use of medicine that reduces 

fevers);and  



 Other symptoms have improved (for example, when your cough or shortness of 

breath have improved);and  

 At least 10 calendar days have passed since symptoms first appeared; or 

 The individual has received two negative tests at least 24 hours apart 

 

Tested Positive-Asymptomatic 

Persons who have not had symptoms but test positive for COVID-19 may return when they have 

gone ten calendar days without symptoms and have been released by a healthcare provider.   

 

Tested Positive-Impact on School Operations 

In the event that an infected person has been in a school building, the local health department 

will be contacted immediately.  Factors such as the likelihood of exposure to employees and 

students in the building, the number of cases in the community, and other factors will be 

examined.  A course of action will be developed and communicated to our school community.   

 

Screening 

Symptoms of COVID-19 will be communicated to families, employees, and visitors and they 

will be required to self-screen before coming to school.  Students, employees, and visitors who 

exhibit symptoms of COVID-19 are prohibited from coming to school, and if they do come to 

school, they should be sent home immediately. 

 

Medical Inquiries 

Federal law typically limits the type of medical inquiries that can be made, but given the nature 

of the pandemic more leeway has been given to districts/schools in this circumstance to make 

additional medical inquiries of staff and students than would otherwise be allowed.  

● If a parent tells the district/school that a student is ill, the district/school may ask the parent 

whether the student is exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19.  

● If an employee calls in sick or appears ill, the district/school can inquire as to whether the 

employee is experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms.  

● If a person is obviously ill, the district/school may make additional inquiries and may exclude 

the person from school property.  

Even without symptoms, if a student or employee has recently had contact with a person with a 

suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19, has someone in their home being tested for COVID-

19, or has recently traveled from somewhere considered to be a “hot spot” by the CDC, the 



district/school may exclude the student or employee from the school building and recommend 

that they self-quarantine for 14 calendar days.  Attendance incentives are suspended.   

Communicable Diseases (Updated 7-28-2020) 

Procedures during 2020 COVID-19 Pandemic 

Rush County Schools, in compliance with applicable guidance from federal, state, and local 

governmental authorities is implementing the following procedures until further notice: 

 

Students and employees are required to follow safety and health procedures at all times 

when on school grounds immediately before, during, or immediately after school hours; in 

any school program or activity taking place in school facilities, on school transportation, or 

at other off-campus locations, such as at school-sponsored field trips or a training program. 

This includes use of a cloth face covering or shield as required by Indiana Executive Order 

20-37, local guidelines, and/or CDC recommendations. Currently Indiana Governor 

Executive Order 20-37 requires that cloth face coverings or face shields be worn under the 

following circumstances and with the following exceptions:  

 Face coverings (cloth covering nose and mouth secured to the head with ties, 

straps, or loops over the ears or simply wrapped around the lower face) or 

face shields (mask, typically clear plastic, covering nose and mouth) are 

required in schools for all students, as well as faculty, staff, volunteers and 

anyone else present in school buildings, facilities, or grounds  

 On school buses or other school school-sponsored modes of transportation, 

students of all ages and grades are required to wear a face covering or face 

shield unless they fall into an exemption described below 

 Exceptions to the face covering requirement applicable to schools include:  

o in a classroom setting that is configured so that all students and 

instructors can maintain three to six feet of social distancing at all 

times, face coverings or face shields do not need to be worn during in-

person educational instruction 

o an instructor may remove a face covering or face shield in a classroom 

setting where the instructor can maintain three to six feet of social 

distancing from students, even if students cannot maintain three to six 

feet of distance from each other (in which case students must wear 

face coverings or face shields) 

o any person with a medical condition, mental health condition, or 

disability which prevents wearing a face covering 

o any person who is deaf or hard of hearing, or communicating with a 

person who is deaf or hard of hearing, where the ability to see the 

mouth is essential for communication 



o while eating or drinking 

o in faculty/staff areas, while working-other than to prepare food or 

meals-along with other individuals who are in a room, office, or place, 

where all persons not of the same household can maintain six feet of 

social distance from each other1 

o at recess, provided social distancing can be maintained 

o children under the age of two (2) should not wear a face covering 

because of the risk of suffocation 

o in co-curricular and extra-curricular activities, where engaged in 

strenuous physical activity, or where six feet of social distancing can 

be achieved and maintained 

o Individuals who cannot wear a mask for health reasons should 

consider alternatives, such as face shields. 

 Words or messages on face masks must comply with established dress codes for 

employees and students, and employees and students will be subject to discipline for 

dress code violations from mask messages. 

 

Clinical Space COVID -19 Symptomatic  

Each school have a room or space separate from the nurse’s clinic where students or employees 

who are feeling ill are evaluated or wait for pick up. All waiting staff and students should wear a 

cloth face covering. Only essential staff assigned to the room may enter. A record will be kept of 

all persons who entered the room and the room will be disinfected several times throughout the 

day. Strict social distancing is required and staff must wear appropriate PPE. Students who are ill 

will be walked out of the building to their parents. Additionally, all staff and students with fevers 

or symptoms associated with COVID-19 are encouraged to seek medical attention for further 

evaluation and instructions. Students and staff may return before the 72 hour window has elapsed 

if they are approved to do so in writing by their healthcare provider.  

Clinic Space Non-COVID-19 Related  

Students who do not display symptoms of COVID-19 can be seen and treated in the nurse’s 

clinic. These would include students who are injured during the school day or students with 

special health care needs such as those with chronic health conditions (i.e. - diabetes or seizures), 

those requiring medical treatments (i.e. - suctioning, tube feeding, or nebulizers), and those with 

individual health plans. 

 

 

                                                           
 



Confirmed Case of COVID-19 on School Property  

When there is confirmation that a person infected with COVID-19 was on school property, the 

district/school will contact the local health department immediately. Unless extenuating 

circumstances exist, the district/school will work with the local health department to assess 

factors such as the likelihood of exposure to employees and students in the building, the number 

of cases in the community, and other factors that will determine if a building closure is 

necessary.  

It is the responsibility of the state health department contact tracers to contact the person 

confirmed with COVID-19, inform direct contacts of their possible exposure, and give 

instructions to those involved with the confirmed case, including siblings and other household 

members regarding self-quarantine and exclusions. The individual who tested positive will not 

be identified in communications to the school community at large but may need to be selectively 

identified for contact tracing by the local health department.  

If a closure is determined necessary, schools should consult with their local health department to 

determine the status of school activities including extracurricular activities, co-curricular 

activities, and before and after-school programs.  

As soon as the district/school becomes aware of a student or employee who has been exposed to 

or has been diagnosed with COVID-19, the custodial staff will be informed, so that impacted 

building or bus areas, furnishings, and equipment are thoroughly disinfected. If possible, based 

upon student and staff presence, the custodial staff will wait 24 hours or as long as possible prior 

to disinfecting. However, if that is not possible or school is in session, the cleaning will occur 

immediately.  

Immunizations  

Immunization requirements should remain. Assistance through local health departments and 

health systems will be provided.  

Preventative Measures  

The priority for preventing the spread of disease in the school setting is to insist that sick 

employees and students stay home. Additionally, students and employees should remain home if 

someone in the household has COVID-19 symptoms or is being tested for COVID-19. Ill 

persons must stay home for a minimum of 72 hours before returning to school is the first and 

most important step.  

Some people can be infected with COVID-19, but show no signs of illness even though they are 

contagious and can spread the disease to others. It is also unknown how contagious people are 

the day or two before they begin to exhibit illness symptoms. Thus, these employees or students 

may be present at school, will show no signs of illness, but be capable of transmitting the disease 

to others. In these situations, the three most important mitigation strategies are social distancing, 

frequent handwashing, and appropriate PPE.  



Handwashing and avoiding touching your face, eyes, nose, or mouth are important steps a person 

can take to avoid becoming sick or spreading germs to others. Employees and students should 

wash their hands often and if soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that 

contains at least 60 percent alcohol. Times are incorporated into the school day when all persons 

should wash their hands. These key times should be done in a staggered class pattern to maintain 

social distancing between students and include:  

● Start of the school day (when entering the building)  

● Before eating  

● After using the restroom  

● After blowing nose, coughing, or sneezing  

● After using shared equipment  

Water fountains should not be utilized in schools until further notice. Students are allowed 

to bring water bottles.  Each building will develop plans to make water available to students.  

 

Social Distancing 

The following steps will be utilized while face-to-face instruction is taking place: 

 Every classroom will be evaluated and students will be kept as far apart as possible. 

 Close gatherings will be limited. 

 Students will remain in assigned seats and face the same direction. 

 Students traveling to different buildings will be minimized. 

 Classroom visitors will be limited. 

 Sharing of student materials will be minimized. 

 Recess time will be allowed, students will wash hands and sanitize before and after.  

Equipment will be cleaned a minimum of twice each day.   

 Buildings will take additional appropriate steps as needed. 

 

Food Service Program 

Meals will continue to be served as normal with the following practices: 

 Students and Staff should utilize proper hand washing.  

 Some schools may add additional lunch times to limit the number of students in the 

lunchroom at the same time and to ensure social distancing. 

 No visitors will be allowed during lunches. 

 Food Service Staff will be provided with PPE. 

 No self-serve items. 

 Buildings will take additional appropriate steps as needed. 



 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

JULY 6-19 (Phase 1) 

*  All Rush County Schools’ Facilities will be closed until July 6, 2020. 

*  There will be no practice face to face with athletes on or off Rush County Schools’ facilities 

until July 6, 2020.   

*  Coaches may meet with athletes via of Google Meet to do 

workouts/conditioning/agility/skills.  Students are not to use Zoom.   

*  Upon return on Monday- July 6, athletes will need to sign off on 3 (or possibly 4) pieces of 

documentation: 

1.  RCS Waiver and Release of Liability and Assumption of Risk Acknowledgement for Field 

Trips and Extra Curricular Events During COVID-19 Pandemic (one time signature). 

2. IHSAA 2020-21 Health History Update Questionnaire and Consent & Release Certificate 

(one time signature). 

3.  RCS Daily Employee Screening (every day for participation). All students should be asked 

if they took their temperature before they attend a workout - failure for student/parent to self-

monitor should lead to coach asking student to return home and not participate 

* All first time student athletes are required to have an IHSAA pre-participation 

physical; Returning student athletes are not required to obtain a new physical but must 

provide a 2020-21 IHSAA Health History Update Questionnaire and Consent & Release 

Certificate prior to participation 

THERE ARE ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE! 

* Every Sport can have 2 Sport Specific Activities and 4 Conditioning Workouts 

* We will allow Conditioning workouts for only Fall Athletes during Phase I  

* All Sports except Volleyball and Basketball will practice outside (except for inclement 

weather) 

* Volleyball and Basketball will need to  bring their athletes in 2 sessions (Fr/So - Jr/Sr) 

 

 

 

 



* Activity days are limited to 3 hours per day and cannot be on consecutive days; Conditioning 

sessions are limited to 2 hours 

* Allow students to wear a face covering if they desire 

* Students should wear a face covering when not engaging in vigorous activity 

* Coaches should wear face coverings at all times unless under rigorous activity 

*  The first two weeks of July (Monday - July 6th through July 19) will be for all sports.  

 The second two weeks of July (Thursday - July 20 through August 1) will be for fall 

sports.  Keeping in mind that: 

o Girls Golf 1st Practice begins:  July 31, 2020 

o Football, B & G Soccer, B Tennis, B & G CC, and Volleyball begin:  August 3, 

2020 

o All sports except Girls Golf may not scrimmage or go against competition until 

August 15 

* Only essential individuals at practices - No parents, community members, former players, 

etc…. 

*  Athletes that are not in a fall sport may continue to workout with other season coaches until 

July 31, 2020.  Fall Limited Contact Period is Monday – August 31 through Saturday – 

October 17.   

*  The following will not be allowed during July:  Youth Camps, Camps for our HS players, 

Shootouts, Scrimmages or Leagues.  However, you may have a camp coach come to you and 

your team in the 2nd two weeks of July.  The instructors will be required to wear masks and use 

social distancing.  There will be no transportation going out in July. 

*  If at all possible, practice outside. 

*  Coaches have a duty to make sure athletes are safe during the month of July when we start 

back up.  There should be a concern not only for heat related illnesses but also conditioning. 

*  Athletes will be responsible for their own hydration.  Athletes will need to bring their own 

water bottles and have their name to label the bottle.  There will be no usage of water 

fountains, Gatorade jugs, water trees, etc. 

 

* Athletic Director needs to be notified immediately if a student shows up with symptoms or a 

coach is informed of a positive Covid-19 test by a student 

* Athletic Director must be notified by coach immediately if a student doesn't attend practice 

because of exposure to Covid-19 

 

* Locker Rooms cannot be used 

*  Coaches may not congregate in coaches’ office. 

* Individuals should wash hands for a minimum of 20 seconds with soap and warm water 

before participating; If not possible, make hand sanitizer available to everyone 

* No sharing of clothing, shoes, towels, or water bottles 

*If equipment must be shared, it must be cleaned prior to use and immediately following usage 

- Coach Responsibility – must be cleaned after each session 



* Students should be expected to shower at home and wash clothing immediately upon 

returning to home - A student who does not have laundered workout clothing will not be 

allowed to participate 

* Free Weight exercises requiring a spotter cannot be conducted 

*IHSAA guidelines will be followed 

 

 

Transportation 

 

 

The following protocols will be in place for our transportation program: 

 Buses will be cleaned and disinfected after each route. 

 Students will be given assigned seats. 

 Students are required to wear masks. 

 Students shall be limited to the same routes each morning and the same route each 

afternoon. 

 Family members will sit with family members. 

 Students will be spread out as much as possible. 

 The first two seats behind the driver shall remain unoccupied.  

 Routes will be evaluated and adjusted as needed. 

 Field trips will be on a case by case basis with administrative approval.   

 

Mitigation 

 

Rush County Schools is working with our local health departments to help prevent the spread of 

COVID-19 among students, staff and teachers. We will continue to communicate as needed to 

keep each other updated on our school and community.  Our cleaning methods and products have 

been enhanced.  Student desks should be cleaned after each use.   

 

Although evidence shows that most children infected with COVID-19 have mild symptoms, 

some children will develop serious illness, especially those children at risk because of underlying 

health issues. Discussion should occur with the child’s health care provider to determine whether 

and alternative learning plan is appropriate until adequate immunization can occur. 

 

All teachers, administrators, staff and students (parents/guardians) are required to report any 

documented positive cases of COVID-19 in their school. 

 

If an individual in one’s home has COVID-19 or is isolated of COVID-19, those in the 

household should also stay home for a minimum of two weeks. This could be longer if the 

student become symptomatic.  

 



 
 
In the event of a documented positive case, short-term closure may be an option.   Schools and 

local health departments are encouraged to keep school open as much as possible.  We will work 

with our local health department to obtain a plan for further testing, cleaning, etc…; however, 

this health/medical review may be done on the same day as a positive case to reduce school 

closure time. 

 

Recommendations about prolonged closure will depend on the level of cohorting the school has 

been adhering to, the community level of disease and the current burden of infection impacting 

our hospital systems. 

 
For the 2020-2021 School Year, Rush County Schools will be offering a virtual option for 

those KG-12th grade students who do not plan to return in a traditional setting due to 

COVID-19.  We will be working with a vendor to provide instruction for our virtual 

students.  As part of the registration process, there is a Virtual Student Questionnaire.  We 

are asking for all families who plan to have their student(s) participate in the Virtual 

Option instead of the traditional setting, please make sure to indicate it on the 

questionnaire.  These students will also need to participate in all other parts of the 

registration process since they will still be a student of Rush County Schools.   

 

Below is some additional information about the Virtual Option that Rush County Schools 

will be offering. 

 

 Students will be provided a Chromebook from Rush County Schools to participate 

in the Virtual Option. 

 

 Rush County Schools will be using the vendor Edmentum to provide curriculum 

and teachers for the Virtual Option.  Click here for more information on 

Edmentum. 

 

 We are asking families who participate in the Virtual Option to commit to at least 

the first semester. 

 

 Students who participate in the Virtual Option will not have the opportunity to 

participate in ExtraCurricular Activities.   

 

 Virtual Learning is not the same as eLearning.   

o Virtual Learning is a full-time option in which students complete all work 

through Edmentum with the teachers from Edmentum.   

o eLearning is used when we are required to close school and Rush County 

Schools’ teachers will provide instruction using the same curriculum and 

tools that are used in the classroom. 

 

 

http://docs.rushville.k12.in.us/VirtualParentInformation.pdf


 All procedures may be updated as the recommended response to the COVID-19 

pandemic evolves. Members of the school community should regularly review this 

document for changes.  This document may be superseded at any time by federal, 

state, or local regulations. 

 

 


